East Dene Primary School

“at east dene we never
underestimate the
power of learning and
endeavour to ensure that
no child underachieves.”
- staff -

Our motto - We Can
and We Will
At East Dene we provide a caring environment in
which children are able to flourish academically,
socially and emotionally, without hindrance. As a
school, we are here to provide a stimulating and
exciting education for your child, one which sees
children develop at their own pace, acquiring the
necessary skills and knowledge to equip them for
later life.
We expect our children to take pride and care
in all their work, but also in their behavior and
interactions with others. We teach children to value
and respect others and encourage them to develop

quality relationships with one another and with
adults. Most importantly of all, we give children all
the opportunities they need to succeed.
Should you require any further information about
the school, please do not hesitate to contact me.
I look forward to getting to know you and working
with you over the coming years, as together we
help shape your child’s future.

mrs ridge, head teacher

“i like reading
and writing.”
- thomas -

Our Aims
We aim to:
• enable children to meet their full potential
academically and socially
• help our pupils develop lively, enquiring minds, in
order to acquire the skills and knowledge relevant
in a changing world
• help pupils develop a sense of respect, by first
respecting themselves and then respecting and
being respected within both the school and the
wider community
• encourage children to be open-minded and
adaptable individuals
• enable pupils to communicate clearly and
confidently
• develop respect for religious and moral values
and tolerance of other races, traditions and beliefs
• establish and maintain a caring and nurturing,
multicultural environment where children feel safe
and valued
• promote a healthy lifestyle, physically, mentally
and spiritually
• encourage children to have a voice and an active
involvement in the running of the school
• develop in all children the ability to control and
be responsible for their own actions
• develop a family ethos in the classroom and the
school.

The Curriculum
At East Dene we aim to provide a safe and secure
environment, where good relationships are fostered
early, in order to establish mutual trust and respect.
We believe in trusting children and giving them
responsibilities and we expect all our children to
respect others and to behave sensibly.
Our priority is to ensure that no child underachieves;
we want our pupils to develop lively, enquiring
minds, in order to acquire the skills and knowledge
needed to succeed in a fast and changing world.
We deliver a broad and balanced curriculum,
which fulfills the legal requirements of the current
National Curriculum and enables our children to
achieve National Standards and above in the Core

subjects. Our core subjects of English, Maths and
Science are of great importance. Very often they are
pursued in their own right, but we find that these
skills can also be incorporated into other areas of
the curriculum.
All children are taught aspects of English for at least
one hour each day, in which reading strategies,
spelling, phonics, sentence structure and grammar
are taught and practiced. This is in addition to
English taught through our topic approach to the
curriculum.

Maths is linked across the curriculum and brought
into our everyday school life. We involve children
in a wide variety of practical tasks, oral work and
games, which consolidate the concepts within
our mathematics scheme to build confidence and
knowledge.
Through Scientific explorations children develop
the ability to observe changes in details, a necessary
skill in scientific development. We encourage
children to acquire certain scientific facts and to
adopt a scientific method and approach to learning.
Children are taught to question, investigate,
hypothesise, devise fair tests, carry out a range of
investigations, record their work and relate their
work with everyday life.
All children have access to laptops, iPads and
Fizz Books. This allows us to use information
technology across the curriculum to enhance the
learning process. We hope that a high degree of
technological capability will enable children to
flourish in this rapidly changing society and allow
them to embrace the challenges of the 21st century.
History, geography and scientific enquiry are taught
using a cross-curricular approach, which is centered
on the environment. This allows children to learn
through first hand, meaningful experiences either in
the classroom or on educational visits.Visits are an
essential part of our children’s learning development
and provide an excellent stimulus for follow up work
in the classroom.
All children take part in PE as part of the curriculum;
this incorporates a wide range of activities including
games, gymnastics and dance. Specialist sports
coaches deliver a range of these activities and in
addition to this offer after school club provision.

Art is very often linked in with other areas of the
curriculum, but it can also be pursued in its own
right as a means of expression. During activity
sessions the children are encouraged to talk
without observations and imaginings, and also to
become much more aware of the need to attend to
fineness of detail.
Children are given opportunities to play musical
instruments in lessons and as an additional activity
at lunchtimes and after school. Singing and music
making is an important part of our curriculum and
one that our children are very enthusiastic about. We
also encourage children to perform to audiences in
our Christmas and Summer Performances.
Our society is made up of many different cultures
and experiences and we are keen to use this
diversity to broaden children’s learning. The
National Curriculum encourages young children to
develop an understanding of European and wider
world issues and we are in a fortunate position as a
school to develop this perspective. We encourage
children to have a broad understanding of different
cultures and religions through our teaching and
assemblies. Children are taught to have respect and
understanding for other people and their beliefs.

“i like east dene
because i am proud
of everybody.”
- annabel -

Extra
Curricular
“my favourite thing about
this school is playtime
with my friends.”
- charlotte -

We encourage all students to participate in extra
curricular activities as they help to build self
esteem and confidence and also give children the
opportunity to build new friendships. We offer a
wide range of extra curricular activities including
rounders, cricket, tag rugby, gymnastics, aerobics
and dance; we change these every half term to
allow the children to experience different activities.
We also have a weekly football club for boys and
girls and a music club for our EAL children. During
the school holidays we run a holiday club where
children can take part in cooking, baking, craft
activities and sports.
At East Dene older children have an opportunity
to take part in a residential visit, which sees pupils
develop educational and social skills and is an

experience not to be missed. We travel to Crowden
in Derbyshire, where the children can take part in
outdoor pursuits at the heart of some of England’s
most beautiful countryside. The children enjoy
activities such as climbing, hillwalking, abseiling,
stream scrambling and zip wire.

Transition
Most of our children move on to Clifton Secondary
School at 11 with a few children going to Thrybergh
and Oakwood Comprehensive dependant on
which catchment area they live in. We have very
strong links with Clifton School; teachers from
Clifton visit school to meet our Year 6 pupils.
There is also an opportunity for Year 6 pupils to
take part in early transition, with regular visits to
Clifton Comprehensive prior to starting the Year 7
induction at the end of June.

“WE LOVE
EAST DENE!”
- Ben & sandeep -

“IT’S THE BEST
SCHOOL!”

Keeping
Healthy

“my favourite thing about our
school is pe because i like
learning different sports
with the sports coaches”
- cody -

We are a member of the Healthy School Scheme
and have accredited Advanced Healthy Schools
Status which means we ensure our school is an
attractive, safe and healthy place in which our
students can grow and learn.

Rewards

Part of this involves promoting good eating habits,
we have an excellent school meals service so
children can enjoy a nutritious and balanced hot
or cold meal at lunchtime. We guide our children
through their first dinner experience and find they
soon learn the skills of independent eating.

Reinforcing positive behavior is integral for a child’s
self esteem so we ensure that we praise and reward
students in a variety of ways.

Children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1
receive a free piece of fruit each day. In Key Stage
2, we encourage parents to give their child a piece
of fruit for them to eat at morning playtime.
We encourage our children to drink plenty of
water and we have drinking water readily available
throughout the school. Until they are five years old
children receive a free carton of milk. We strongly
recommend milk for all children, as part of a healthy
diet so if you would like your child to continue
having milk after this time you may order and pay
for it at the school office.

The School Health Service aims to help all school
children to achieve their potential for physical,
mental and social well being and to gain the
maximum possible benefit from their education.
We believe this service is integral to our pupils
because children who are supported and cared for
will thrive intellectually.

We have a reward system in school to promote
good behaviour and hard work. At East Dene we
have six teams and each child is assigned a team.
Throughout the week the children can earn team
points for various things from fantastic learning,
to being kind and polite. The winning team is
announced in Celebration Assembly on a Friday
and rewards given.
In addition to this class teachers award a ‘Star
of the Week’ and children’s achievements and
attitudes are celebrated together in assembly, with
gold star badges being handed out. There are also
times throughout the school year where you may
be invited into school if your child is receiving a
special award.

“the holiday clubs are great, we
get to do really fun things.”
- ismaeel “at east dene we go on lots of
visits and they are exciting!”
- logan -

Getting
Involved

“it’s the
best school!”
- priya -

At East Dene we understand that children learn at
home as well as at school, therefore we value our
partnership with parents. Together we can provide
the very best for your children.
Parents are always welcome to come in, whether
that is to support staff on an educational visit or
to attend school events. We operate an open-door
policy and parents are encouraged to come and
see what happens in school on a regular basis.
Formal opportunities to discuss your child’s work,
attitude, progress and achievements are arranged,
on an individual appointment system, three times
a year. During these meetings class teachers
will discuss children’s learning, their targets and
progress towards these. Parents will also be given
opportunities to ask questions and be more
involved in their child’s learning. At the end of the
year a Record of Achievement is sent out to parents,
detailing pupils’ achievements and attainment.
Your child’s class teacher is the person who will see
your child the most and is therefore best placed
to discuss with and resolve any issues or concerns
you may have, but if you feel that the nature of
your enquiry is such that you wish to see the Head
Teacher or a member of the senior team then an
appointment can be made at the school office.

Bullying, Safety and
Governors
At East Dene we pride ourselves on providing a
welcoming and safe place for all; we believe every
child has the right to enjoy their learning and leisure
time. Any form of bullying is unacceptable and has
no place in our school. We take any suggestion
of bullying very seriously, and all incidents are
investigated and recorded and appropriate action
is taken in line with our policies. Children are
encouraged to help and support one another and
to tell an adult, at school or at home, about any
instances of bullying or if something is upsetting
them.
Keeping children safe at all times is our priority.
Rules and policies are a necessary part of school life
to ensure everyone within the school community is
safe. To ensure the safety of our students, all staff,

volunteers and Governors are required to have a
current Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check
completed before they work with children in school.
East Dene is an integral part of the local community
and we want to continue to make our local area
a great place for our children to grow up. Our
Governing Body includes representatives from
teaching staff, support staff, parents and members
of the community. The Chairman of Governors
is elected at the Annual General meeting of the
Governing Body, which is held in the Autumn Term.
Opportunities may arise throughout the year to
join our governing body as a parent or community
governor. Four Parent Governors are elected from
all eligible parents by ballot; the office is held for a
period of four years.

Uniform
We encourage our children to take pride in
everything they do, including their appearance,
which is why we have a school uniform. We ask
parents and carers to support us in implementing
this dress code. Our uniform comprises of a Royal
blue jumper, white polo-shirt, black trousers or a
skirt or pinafore dress for girls. In summer boys can
wear black shorts and girls can wear a blue striped
or checked summer dress.
For safety reasons we ask that children wear
sensible shoes, not flip flops or shoes with a high
heel. Please ensure that all items of clothing,
including coats and shoes, are labelled with your
child’s name.
For PE activities we ask that children wear black
shorts and a white t-shirt. Although indoor PE is
performed in bare feet, pumps are worn for outdoor
PE. If your child has long hair please ensure that
they have a bobble to tie it back. On swimming
days children require a costume and a towel. All
hair should be enclosed in a swimming hat.
For your convenience items of uniform with the
school logo on them, including fleeces, polo shirts
and sweatshirts can be purchased through local
suppliers including Jonny Ds (near Rotherham
market) and Pinders (in Rotherham interchange bus
station).
We have a policy that items of jewellery are not
worn or to be brought to school, due to reasons
of safety and security. A child who has pierced
ears may wear one pair of studded earrings only,

and children may wear wristwatches, but school
cannot accept responsibility should they be lost.
All jewellery, including stud earrings, must be
removed before PE, swimming and any other
sports or games activities.

Inclusion
All children are given equal opportunity to access
the curriculum and school life at East Dene. All areas
of our school have wheelchair access and should it
be necessary, access for any disabled child would
be catered for.
At some stage in a child’s life they may experience
learning or social difficulties, it is vital that this is
identified as soon as possible, so that we can
work together to help your child overcome these
obstacles. Often a problem is short term and with
a little extra support the child may gain confidence
and continue to progress at the normal rate.
If a child has problems that require additional support
from outside services, the school’s Special Needs Coordinator works hand in hand with parents and other
agencies such as a psychologist or social worker
to meet the child’s needs and to ensure the child
succeeds at their own level. A successful child is a
happy child.

“my favourite thing about
this school is that i have
lots of friends and
supportive teachers.”
- Keisha -

Attendance and
Punctuality
Regular and punctual attendance is essential to
successful learning in school. We pride ourselves
on our high levels of attendance and constantly
strive to improve.

School
Building
In 2006 East Dene underwent significant
renovations to create a warm, welcoming and
stimulating environment where children can feel
safe and nurtured whilst they learn. The original
school was built at the turn of the century and the
outside of this building still stands but inside has
been transformed into a very attractive and modern
space with the latest technology to enable your
child to get the most from their education.
Our foundation class has its own purpose built
room and play area which caters for part time
FS1 children (nursery) and full time FS2 children
(reception). We also have a hard play area outside
for KS1 and KS2 children to share. This is used on a
staggered basis to allow the children the maximum
amount of space to play.

Weekly class attendance figures are announced to
children in assembly, as well as being displayed on
classroom doors. The class with the best weekly
attendance receives a motivational reward. To
further encourage regular attendance - certificates
are awarded termly. When a child achieves three
certificates in a year i.e. full year attendance, a
prize and a certificate are awarded. Awards are also
given for the most punctual class each half term.

“my favourite thing is numeracy,
because i like solving problems.”
- joshua -

Holidays
Due to a change in the Government Legislation,
from September 2013 we are unable to authorise
any holidays during term time. If you do need to
take your child out of school then we ask you to
fill in a ‘request for leave’ form and hand it to the
Main Office so that we know why your child is not
in school. However, parents who do take their child
out of school for a holiday could be faced with a fine.

School Times
Morning Session
FS1 & 2
9.00am - 11.30am (12.00)
KS1		
9.00am - 12.00pm
KS2		
9.00am - 12.50pm
Afternoon Session
FS 1 & 2
12.30pm - 3.05pm
KS1
12.45pm - 3.15pm
KS2		
1.35pm - 3.15pm

Children will be allowed into the playground from
8.40am and into classrooms from 8.50am.
Children who go home for lunch should not return
until their afternoon session is due to start. Children
in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 should be
met by a responsible adult. If you cannot meet your
child and your child is to be met by someone else,
please advise our staff.

Visit
www.eastdene.org

Call
01709 512202

Email
enquiries@eastdene.org

East Dene Primary School, Doncaster Road, Rotherham S65 2DF

