
 

Dear Parents & Carers,                                                                                                               May 2020 

Planned return to school for children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 

Further to the update provided last week regarding the proposal for schools to re-open for more 

pupils from 1st June 2020, the Department for Education has now issued detailed guidance for 

schools on how this will take place. The Government has stated that its ambition is to bring all 

primary year groups back to school before the summer holidays, for a month if possible, though they 

are keeping this under review. As not all year groups will be returning from June 1st please be 

assured that our home learning offer will continue.   

Schools have been issued with advice on putting in place a range of protective measures for more 

children to attend school, including increased cleaning, reducing ‘pinch points’ (such as parents 

dropping children off at the start and end of day), and utilising outdoor spaces. As I have previously 

stated, ensuring children and staff are safe in school is my main priority and I am working closely 

with the senior leadership team to ensure detailed risk assessments are in place.  Please find below 

an overview of how the return may be organised. Please note this list is not exhaustive, but rather 

an indication of what provision will look like in school following the guidance. Due to social 

distancing laws, Government advice says that initially: 

 • On return to school, children will be split into groups and areas accommodating no more than 15 

pupils. 

• Groups of children should not mix with each other. 

• Contact between children should be minimized and, where possible, children should stay 2m 

apart; government guidance acknowledges that this will be difficult to achieve at all times. 

 Children would be with the same members of staff all day, every day and would not have any 

contact with other classes or adults. This will help to reduce contact between children and reduce 

any transmission risk.  

 • Because of the physical capacity of the classrooms and staff availability, there is the possibility 

that your child may not be taught in their own classroom or by their usual class teacher or teaching 

assistant.  

• Handwashing and cleaning of surfaces and resources will be carried out regularly.   

Children will not be allowed to bring items from home into school and equally will not be able to 

take items home from school. 

• Drop off and home times will be staggered. A one way system in to and out of school will be 

introduced – again this will support reduced contact between families and children. 

Parents/carers will not be allowed into school.  We would also ask that parents/carers do not 

gather around the school entrance or exit. If a parent needs to speak to a member of staff then a 



phone call to school should be made in order for us to arrange either a safe meeting or telephone 

conversation.  

Playtimes and lunchtimes would also be staggered with children remaining in their own groups and 

not mixing with others.  Lunches will be eaten in classrooms so as to reduce contact with others. 

Thank you to those of you who have children in the identified year groups for already sharing your 

initial thoughts about whether you would support a return to school on June 1st for your child.  This 

has been useful in helping us to gauge demand for places.  As per the government guidance parents 

will not be fined for non-attendance at this time, and schools will not be held to account for 

attendance levels.   

The government has stated that the phased re-opening of schools will go ahead if the 5 key tests are 

met. As a result, our plans are subject to change. However, please rest assured that the well-being of 

our children and the school community is at the heart of all our decision making. Following 

consultation with the governing board, I will be in a position to send out further information to the 

different year groups about how school will be organised. 

The support we have received at East Dene has been wonderful, and I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank you all for your understanding during this extremely difficult time.   

Take care and stay safe 

 

 

Mrs L Ridge 

Head of School 


